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Officer Berrio kept a cool head and saved the life of a dog in distress. 

  

Officer Berrio found the vehicle she was looking for parked in full sun in the parking lot of an area 

grocery store, the windows were closed, the sun roof was cracked open about 1 inch.  Inside the car, a Cocker 

Spaniel lay on her side, panting and salivating heavily and barely able to lift her head in response to Officer 

Berrio’s calls.  It was a humid 96 degrees outside that day, but inside the car, the temperature soared in excess of 

126 degrees.  Officer Berrio acted quickly calling the grocery store to alert them to the situation and to request 

that they page the owner of the vehicle on their intercom system.  Officer Berrio knew that the dog was exhibiting 

signs of heat stress and that she must remove the dog from the car with, or without the owner’s help.  Officer 

Berrio attempted to unlock the car doors by using the small opening in the sunroof when she saw a couple walking 

casually toward the vehicle.  The couple identified themselves as the vehicle owner.  The couple explained that 

they were on their way home to North Carolina, they thought nothing of leaving the dog inside the car while they 

shopped.  Officer Berrio quickly advised the dog owners of the law and explained that their dog was in urgent need 

of veterinary care.  Officer Berrio instructed the dog owners to open the car immediately.  Officer Berrio removed 

the dog from the car and placed her in the air conditioned animal control vehicle.  Officer Berrio was further 

concerned when she found the dog’s gums were pale blue in color, her temperature almost 107 degrees.  Officer 

Berrio told the dog owners to follow her to the closest veterinarian.  Daisy was fortunate, the 11 year old, Cocker 

Spaniel responded to treatment and made a full recovery.   

Officer Berrio charged the dog owners for confining their dog inside their vehicle, a Class 1 Misdemeanor.  

Too many dog owner’s fail to consider the oven like effect of an enclosed vehicle on a hot day and too often 

otherwise well loved family pets pay the consequences but, thanks to Officer Berrio’s good work Daisy was saved 

in the nick of time! 


